BANILOV
"Scream just once, a good hard scream!'* Olga
Mikhailovna urged her. Julia Dmitriyevna saw Supru-
gov and went to him,
"You're not at all necessary here/' she said, confused
as a girl. "We can manage without you."
He looked at her and a frivolous thought made him
half-close his eyes. Surely, all this had a meaning—the
lowered eyes, the quick, clumsy movement, which she
made when she saw him. ... So that's what it was. It is
true he'd been vaguely aware of it for some time. Funny,
very funny.
"One thing amazes me," Suprugov said sternly, "the
fact that there is no word about pregnancy in the case-
history,"
"What if there had been," replied Julia Dmitriyevna.
"We wouldn't have been able in any case to prevent
what happened."
"It is a crime," said Suprugov, "a crime to evacuate a
person in this condition."
"You forget that one couldn't have left her in the
front line. This is a premature birth. She had another
two months to go."
Julia Dmitriyevna had mastered her discomfiture and
spoke with her usual self-assurance, but still did not look
into Suprugov's eyes. Doctor Belov came running. la the
ninth carriage a man with concussion had just been
having a bad fit and the doctor now hurried to the new
patient. Did it really have to be this unfortunate woman
whose leg was amputated up to the hip ? ..."
"Well?" Dr Belov asked, looking imploringly from
Julia Dmitriyevna to Suprugov: "How is she?**
"Not so bad, she's got a strong constitution. If she
were able to have normal labour it would all have gone
quicker. But she can't because of her one leg.*' This
came from Julia Dmitriyevna, Suprugov pulled a sad
face and uttered a sigh. Dr Belov, greatly moved, felt
a wave of gratitude to Suprugov.
"What a good thing you are here, old man. Have you
sounded her heart?"
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